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SAINT JAMES OF PERROS-GUIREC PARISH. 
 

Guide for the visit
 
 
 

Dear visitors and friends 
 

The Christian origins of Perros-Guirec go 
back at least to the Vth century. The people here 
were christianized by Bretons who had emigrated 
to «ARMORIQUE», many of them being monks. 

Perros especially remembers one of them – 
GUIREC – who, one day, arrived from other side 
of the sea, coming from Wales, it is believed. 

This is PLOUMANAC‘H‘s name comes from 
Poulmanac‘h: The monk‘s marsh. 

 

Tradition tells us that Saint Guirec was an 
abbot. Even thouph he arrived at Ploumanac‘h, he 
established the monastery of which he was 
founder at Traou-Rerroz situated close to la 
Rade just back of the port. 

The monastery who was dependant on the 
bishopric of DOL survived until the end of the 
Middle Ages providing religious service for the  
faithful. 

In the XV century, the monastery and the sanctuary seemed to fall into ruin. 

Parish worship was moved into the chapel which would eventually become this church under the 
patronage of Saint James, the Apostle. 

 
The primitive edifice of roman style was a rectangular chapel built in the XIIth century. It included a nave 

with two side-aisles. 

In the XIVth century, the chapel was enlatged by a nave of five new bays with gothic arches. In the front 
of the church was added a big porch and the base of a tower. 

The curious arrowed dome which today crowns the steeple was erected in the XVIIth century. At the place 
of a tower, the former chapel had a small porch but this one was moved to the south wall where it can be seen 
today. 

At the back of the apse, behind the main altar, a window in Breton style was added. 

The XVIIth century was a rich period for the church of Perros. The steeple was finished and topped by a 
cupola. 

Inside, let‘s admire the balusters of the baptismal font of this period and especially the magnificent hand-
worked retable at back of the apse, with a nice quantity of small statues. 

Since then, Perros has changed and the church has changed also. The sacristy which gives into the nave 
by an ancient and noble door-molding became more spacious, and the transept as well was enlarged. 

 
 

Now let‘s give our attention to some other interesting details : 

• Next to baptistry, the HEAVY GRANITE STOUP is decorated with four grossly cut figures. This belongs to 
the roman part of the edifice. 

• Saint JOHN THE BAPTIST, on the batismal font wall is surely from the XVIIth century. 

• Saint LAWRENCE, in his deacon‘s tunic, holding his grill in his hand is from the XVIth century 

• Sainte CATHERINE, crowned as a queen, is from the same era as Saint Lawrence. 

• The PIETA – between the roman part and the gothic part, and unfortunately damaged, is from the end of 
the XVIth century. 

• Saint YVES, at the same spot, is from tje XVIIIth century. He is on a roman pedestal from XIIth century 
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• The INSULTED CHRIST, from the end of the XVth or the beginning of the XVth century, is next to the 
sacristy door and is worth admiring. 

• The CRUCIFIED CHRIST which is a magnificent sculpture from the end of the XVth century is found on 
the Beam of Glory. 

• The statues of the BLESSED VIRGIN and Saint JOHN are more recent. 

• Saint JAMES on the retable is from the XVIIth century as is the whole work of which he is a part. 

• Saint GUIREC who is next to him is from a very torturous XVIIIth century. 

• At last, we see the VIRGIN MOTHER, called Our Lady of the Home. 

In passing, let‘s notice the two modern stained glass windows in the transept, created by the artist 
glassworker: Hubert de Sainte-Marie. The window on the righ is dedicaced to Our Lady and the one on the left 
to Saint Yves. 

The Way of the Cross was painted by Maitre LE Toiser who is from Perros-Guirec. 

THE ORGAN. 
The organ in St James church was made by Yves Fossaert, an organ-builder at Mondeville (a town 

located 80 km South of Paris). 

In this case, it is a new organ, the church has never had an organ. The instrument consists of 15 organ 
stops divided between 2 keyboards and a pedal board. It has 958 pipes. Its making respected ancient organ-
building techniques and used traditional noble materials, pewter, lead, oak… 

It was blessed by our Lord Bishop Fruchaud and was inaugurated by Mr André ISOIR on the 20th July 
1997. 

A C.D. of pieces played on this organ, illustrating the richness of its acoustics, is on sale at the presbytery 
as well as a brochure. 

 
Let‘s come back to the roman part. 
The bases of the columns are now buried. They would have to be dug up almost a yard to find the 

primitive style. 
On the columns, we can see capitals decorated with original designs, some of them are celtic. 

• On the second pillar, on the right of the entrance porch, we can see Adam‘s sleep and the Creation of 
Eve, then the Temptation of the apple. 

• On the fourth pillar, we find a representation of the Eucharist which is traditional in Orient: two doves 
drinking from the Chalice, source of life and fountain of immortality. 

• Facing this, on the fifth pillar, we see the Eucharist represented in the form of a sacred banquet evoking 
the Last Supper. 

• On the sixth pillar, at the right, this is possibly Abraham holding Sarah‘hand while Hagar is standing apart 
holding her son in her arms. 

• On the sixth pillar, at the left, just opposite, we can see Abraham‘s sacrifice. He is raising the knife over 
his son Isaac while the ram is there and ready to take the child‘s place. 

 
Outside, let‘s have a look at the south portal. 

Above the door, in the tympanum, we find an image of Christ in Glory dressed in a long tunic with his 
hand raised to bless…urrounding him, the Eagle, the symbol of Saint John, and the Lion, the symbol of Saint 
Mark lead us believe that the two other evangelists, Saint Luke and Saint Matthew used to figure on the lintel. 

 
We have described for you the essence of this stone monument and its interior. 

This monument is a sign of God‘s people made of living stones and who is edified through centuries. 

WE ARE THOSE LIVING STONES… 

May you be able to feel in this Holy place a life and a soul… 

May you be able to take with you as a souvenir of your visit herre the question of God… 

And befor leaving this sanctuary, dear visitors and friends, please give a moment of silence and prayer to 
God. 

….Good Bye…! 

   


